
Illuminating the Past: Restoring 
Vintage Lighting Fixtures 

 

Lighting is the jewelry of the home. A vintage chandelier, a mid-
century sconce, or a set of heavy carriage lights on the front porch can 
define the character of a property. However, these items often suffer 
from years of exposure or outdated, garish finishes (like the bright 
brass of the 1980s). Replacing them with high-quality modern 
equivalents is incredibly expensive, while cheap replacements feel 
flimsy. Restoration is the answer. When homeowners ask, "how 
much does powder coating cost?" in the context of lighting, they 
are often delighted to find it is a fraction of the price of a new designer 
fixture. 

Heat Resistance for High-Wattage 

Lighting fixtures generate heat. Old incandescent bulbs and even 
some modern LEDs can raise the temperature of the metal housing. 
Standard spray paint can discolor, yellow, or even emit fumes when 
heated. Powder coating is cured at approximately 400 degrees 
Fahrenheit. This makes the finished surface naturally heat-resistant. 
It won't soften or smell when the lights are on for hours. This is 
particularly important for enclosed fixtures or outdoor lanterns where 
heat cannot escape easily. 

Refinishing Outdoor Lanterns 

Exterior lighting takes a beating from the weather. Aluminum and 
pot-metal fixtures often oxidize, getting that bubbly, white corrosion 
that looks terrible next to a freshly painted front door. Powder coating 
seals the metal completely. For outdoor fixtures, a UV-stable powder 
is used to prevent fading from the sun. You can take a tired, faded 
lantern and finish it in a textured matte black or an oil-rubbed bronze 
that looks brand new and withstands the rain and snow for years. 

Updating the 80s Brass 

Many homes are filled with high-quality, solid brass fixtures that are 
stuck in the 1980s with a shiny, lacquered gold finish. The bones of 
these fixtures are excellent, but the style is dated. Instead of throwing 
them away, powder coating can transform them. A flat white, a soft 
grey, or a modern satin nickel powder coat can completely modernize 
the silhouette. It allows you to keep the quality of the vintage 
construction while tailoring the color to a contemporary palette. 
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Intricate Details and Coverage 

Chandeliers and sconces often have intricate arms, cups, and chains. 
Painting these with a brush is a nightmare of drips and missed spots. 
Spray painting often misses the inner crevices. The electrostatic 
nature of powder coating ensures that the powder wraps around the 
tubes and into the scrollwork, providing 100% coverage. The finish is 
smooth and uniform, without the runs or sags that ruin the look of a 
delicate lighting fixture. 

Conclusion 

Lighting restoration is one of the most impactful ways to refresh a 
home's aesthetic. It preserves the unique character of vintage fixtures 
while giving them a durable, safe, and modern finish. It is a bright 
idea for any renovation project. 

Call to Action 

Do you have vintage lights that need a new lease on life? We can help 
you transform them into stunning focal points. Contact us today to 
discuss finishes and pricing for your lighting restoration. 

Visit: https://rustylions.com/ 
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